[Clinical and epidemiological characteristics of rotavirus infection in children of Cumaná, Venezuela].
The detection rate of group A human rotavirus (HRV-A), as well as its association with clinical and epidemiological parameters, was studied in children younger than 5 years old with acute diarrhea attending to the University Hospital "Antonio Patricio de Alcalá" of Cumaná, between march 2006 and september 2007. Of 241 fecal samples collected in this study, 47 (19.5%) were positive to HRV-A by immunoassay. Rotavirus were present throughout the study and the major detection rates were on march, april and may of 2006 (rates were 30,0%, 28,6% y 43,8%, respectively) and september of 2007 (37,5%). Thirty four percent of cases with HRV-A occurred in children of 7 - 12 months and males were the most affected (55.3%), as well as the worker and marginal socioeconomic classes (72,4%). Children that not received maternal feeding were the group mainly infected by HRV-A (61.7%). Most of the children (72.4%) had one to four evacuations/day, with few vomits (38.2%) and fever (10.6%). Almost all the feces (83.0%) had a liquid or semi-liquid aspect. When these results were compared with previous data of the same geographic area, we observed a two-fold decrease of the detection rate of HRV-A and the clinical symptoms were the same as reported by other authors. Of 32 children vaccinated against rotavirus, 30 (93.8%) did not have HVR-A in their feces and there was a significant association between the vaccinated children and protection.